
Social Studies
The Story of Us

Who am I? Who are we? Each family and each member of a family has a unique place in the story 
of their family. When sharing family stories, we often use a family tree, flow chart, or pictures to help us 
identify each member and how each member is connected to each other. 

Let’s think about a family tree for a minute- sometimes, trees or branches become intertwined over 
time. They might be part of a forest, they might stand alone, or, stand in small groups. Sometimes new 
trees are planted… Imagine those trees as a woven tapestry- each time the thread for a new tree or 
branch or leaf is woven in, those threads blend to create new leaves, branches, and trees…  In this 
task, students and families will spend some time creating their family story. 

First, be sure that your family has chosen a time for this task. 
Then:
• Think about how you define family. (Family means ________.)
• Brainstorm ideas for how you want to share your story. Will you 

o create a family tree?

o write a story?

o create a flow chart?

o gather pictures?

o create a family motto?

• Decide what kind of information you need. (Names, dates, places?) 

• How will you gather the information? (Call or email family members?) 

• Gather the information. (Take notes, collect on a bulletin board, etc.)

• Reflect on all the information you have gathered. 
• Go back to your Brainstorm list. (Will you stick with, or revise, your plan?)

• Create your family story. (Include your definition of family.)
• Plan how you will share your family story with others!

Quotes That May Help You Define Family:
 “Some people are worth melting for.” –Olaf
 “Like a delicious smoothie, we're blended to perfection!” – unknown
 “I sustain myself with the love of family.“ –Maya Angelou

 “Family gives you the roots to stand tall and strong.” – unknown

Things to Remember:
 Think about who your audience will be. (Who will you share this with?)
 Use detail in your writing and artwork.
 Create something you can share with others. 

(Can you share a picture of it? Or a photocopy?)

Share Your Experience:
 In writing 
 Through drawings
 By speaking with others about it
 In an email, or video, to a relative or friend


